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Editorial of the month

An expression of CCE-R’s transparency
Dear Members,
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I am very pleased to provide you with the first issue of our CCE-R Newsletter and to update you with the latest news and developments of our Chamber.

After the new formation of presidency and board of the Chamber at the General Assembly two months ago, we want to use the opportunity and the momentum to further develop our Chamber and to achieve more interaction among all involved parties. I am proud to be elected by you as your Chamber’s President and with the support of my six Board member colleagues I am convinced that we can bring new ideas and developments to the Chamber.

I want to use this opportunity to thank our former President, Serge Gonvers, for his passion and dedication to bring our Chamber alive, to motivate companies to become a member and for creating a solid foundation. This makes it easy for me and for the new Board to come up with ideas and start new activities.

I welcome our new Executive Director, Ms. Gentiana Bulau. She took over her responsibilities and tasks two months ago. She will definitely have an important turntable function for you as well as for the external stakeholders.

Through this Newsletter we want to provide you on a monthly basis with the latest information about our Chamber’s life, the Swiss business community in Romania and to give you the opportunity to present yourself. Any volunteers to help us develop and improve this new service are most welcome.

Kurt Habersatter, President CCE-R
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Message de Son Excellence, M. François Chappuis, l’Ambassadeur de la Suisse en Roumanie

L’Ambassade de Suisse à Bucarest salue l’idée de la nouvelle direction de la Chambre de Commerce suisse en Roumanie de publier une lettre mensuelle. Elle souhaite plein succès au nouveau comité pour rendre non seulement la Chambre plus visible mais surtout pour donner davantage encore d’ampleur à la présence suisse en Roumanie, économiquement, commercialement et en matière d’investissement. Une information mensuelle de la direction aux membres est une contribution importante dans ce sens.

L’Ambassade et la Chambre oeuvrent en toute indépendance mais l’Ambassade est en tout temps à disposition pour optimaliser le travail de la Chambre. Cette collaboration, ne peut que favoriser les échanges entre la Suisse et la Roumanie. Tous mes voeux à la nouvelle équipe.

François Chappuis

Ambassadeur de Suisse

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Message from His Excellency, Mr. François Chappuis, the Ambassador of Switzerland in Romania

The Swiss Embassy in Bucharest greets the idea of the new Board of Directors of the Chamber of Commerce Switzerland – Romania to publish a monthly newsletter. The Embassy wishes greatest success to the new Board in its efforts not only to improve the image of the Chamber but especially to increase the Swiss presence in Romania from the view point of the economy, commerce and investments. A monthly information leaflet provided by the Board to the members is an important contribution in this way.

The Embassy and the Chamber work independently, but the Embassy is always available and willing to help the Chamber optimize its work. This co-operation is meant to facilitate the exchanges between Switzerland and Romania.

I wish all the best to the entire team.

François Chappuis
Ambassador of Switzerland
^ Back to Top ^

The CCE-R Board informs
CCE-R General Assembly, April 23, 2003

The Minutes of the General Assembly were transmitted to all members via e-mail on June 20, 2003. 
CCE-R Board Meeting - May 2003

CCE-R will work with the Raiffeisen Bank branch in Piata Romana

On May 13, 2003, the CCE-R monthly Board Meeting took place at “Noerr Stiefenhofer Lutz”, 28C, G-ral C-tin Budisteanu Str., Bucharest. The meeting was chaired by Kurt Habersatter, Holcim (Romania) SA, President of the CCE-R and was attended by the following board members:

· Peter Bayard, Helvetica Profarm SA – Member of the Board;
· Juerg Hasler, Swisspor SA;
· Dan Luca, Bios International SA ;
· Ovidiu Mantho, SGS Romania SA ;
· Joerg K. Menzer, Noerr Stiefenhofer Lutz;
Gentiana Bulau, Executive Director of the CCE-R took also part in the meeting.
The Board approved the Minutes of the General Assembly and the minutes of the last Board Meeting. 

The members of the Board have also decided that the accounts of the CCE-R will be transferred from the Unirii Branch to the P-ta Romana Branch of the Raiffeisen Bank. The new location is the closest one to the CCE-R head-office. The following major activities have been initiated:
· analyse and revision of the CCE-R Statutes;

· release of the new Membership Directory;
· task force group for developing a framework of CCE-R services.
CCE-R Board Meeting - June 2003

Audit of the Chamber’s Activity 

The CCE-R Board Meeting took place at the CCE-R head-office on June 17, 2003. Kurt Habersatter, CEO Holcim (Romania) SA and President of the CCE-R, chaired the meeting where five of the other Board members were present:

· Hans Juerg Bangerter – General Manager, Swiss International Ltd. 

· Peter Bayard – CEO, Helvetica Profarm SA; 

· Juerg Hasler – General Manager, Swisspor SA; 

· Dan Luca - Chairman, Bios International SA;  

· Joerg K. Menzer – Head of the Bucharest Office, Noerr Stiefenhofer Lutz; 
The Executive Director of the CCE-R, Gentiana Bulau was also present.

Following intense negotiations, the Board has decided that the Chamber’s activity will be audited by the same company as last year, AVO Consulting. In its efforts to ensure best communication conditions at the CCE-R’s head-office, the Board made the decision to hire ISDN lines, which will enable the secretariat to receive faxes and phones calls at the same time (only one phone number available). 

Other important issues discussed were: the activity of the task force group working on the procedure for providing services to third parties and the participation at the International Fair in Bucharest (TIB).
· The next CCE-R Board Meeting will take place at the Raiffeisen Bank, on July 15, 2003, at 17:00 hourrs. 
        ^ Back to Top ^
CCE-R Business Club
Each month, the CCE-R organizes a monthly meeting of its members, giving them the opportunity to receive more information on each other. These monthly meetings have been traditionally known as “Business Clubs”.

CCE-R Business Club, June 19, 2003

Useful Information and Originality with Swisspor

In June, our host was SWISSPOR S.A., a company of SWISSPOR HOLDING Switzerland – European leader specialized in producing and distributing thermo, phono and hydro insulation for the construction field. The group is active in many European countries and, since1998, it is in Romania as well, when a modern construction was built on the ring road of the city of Ploiesti. This building contains administrative offices, the factory and the warehouse. The factory was the place where the CCE-R members gathered to find out more about Swisspor.
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Jürg Hasler, Manager of Swisspor S.A., presented the company and its products, offering valuable information on the holding’s organization and production process. Energy conservation became a priority objective with important implications in any activity sector. In order to meet customers’ needs, Swisspor’s main field of activity is production and distribution of swisspor® expanded polystyrene, but the company is also an importer of other insulating materials offering a wide range of products to the clients. The members also visited the Matizol plant, also a member of SWISSPOR HOLDING Switzerland, an important producer of hydro insulation. The perfect way to complete the evening was a barbecue dinner, kindly offered by the host in the company’s courtyard. 

CCE-R Business Club, May 17, 2003

Nörr Stiefenhofer Lutz - Legal and tax developments 

In May, the CCE-R Business Club was kindly hosted by our member, the law and tax advisory firm NÖRR STIEFENHOFER LUTZ, Bucharest Office. 
Dr. Jörg K. Menzer, Head of Office, presented the company which currently provides legal and tax consultancy services especially for foreign investors in Romania in all fields of commercial activities. Dr. Menzer emphasized that the firm grew successfully over the last years being the leading German speaking law and tax firm in Romania at this point. 
As on every Business Club occasion, the CCE-R members had the opportunity to meet each other and the employees of the host company. Being hosted by NÖRR STIEFENHOFER LUTZ, main topics were the legal and tax environment in Romania. The participants gained interesting insights in the current development of Romania in these fields, including possibilities for investors to optimize their activities. 
Potential new CCE-R members were present too, being welcomed by the President of the Chamber.
· The next Business Club will be hosted by our member, Raiffeisen Bank, on July 15, 2003, at 18:30. 

· You may find details in the invitation letter you will receive in the beginning of July.

^ Back to Top ^
New members

Red Point Software Impex SRL
We are pleased to welcome a new member of the CCE-R: Red Point Software Impex SRL, the Romanian branch of Red Point Software Development Group. Starting May 7, 2003, they became the 47th member of our chamber!

Redpoint is an international software development company with its headquarters in Switzerland. The core staff of the company resides in European countries and serves customers worldwide. Redpoint is specialized in Internet solutions, payment systems, communications and in providing consulting services for clients like American Express, Diner’s Club, UBS Card Center Switzerland and other well known credit card acquirer.

"We, as Redpoint Romania, and as a Swiss Company, are very proud of becoming the 47th member of the CCER. We hope that this membership will help us in doing new business and knowing new people,” Dana Doia, Sales Manager, says.
For anybody interested in getting in touch with Red Point, please find below the company’s coordinates:

Red Point Software Impex SRL

12, Blvd. Unirii, Bl.7C, Sc.2, Ap.40, Bucharest
Contact person: Dana Doia, Sales Manager 


  Tel.: +40 740 31 31 32

  E-mail: dana.doia@redpoint.li
^ Back to Top ^
This month’s member / Company Profile
Starting with the very first number of our newsletter, the CCE-R members will have the possibility to present themselves to the other companies and to highlight important aspects of their activity. Our intiative goes together with the invitation for subscribing to this facility: if you want to present your company to the other members in one of the next issues of the Newsletter, please contact us at ccer@fx.ro.
Sauter Building Control Romania SRL

Sauter Building Control Romania SRL is the first company that made the first step in presenting itself:
Sauter Building Control Romania SRL is a private Swiss company established in 1910. 

Up to present, its activity was practically unchanged i.e.:

· producing complete automation systems for controlling heating process, ventilation and air conditioning,

· building management systems (BMS),

· providing regulations concerning district heating (substations, heating plants),

· dispatching systems for district heating at city level.

 

Consequently, it is obvious that, these days, our main targets in Romania are: district heating renovation (very much needed and done only approx. 8%) and new buildings of medium and large size, where BMS is a must.

 

Among our most known customers for complete automated systems for buildings we could mention in reverse chronological order: BRD - Société Générale headquarters; Victoria Plaza; Vega Refinery Ploiesti; American International School in Bucharest; Bucharest Financial Plaza; Hilton Hotel; Holiday Inn Sinaia (Mara Hotel); Intercontinental Hotel; Palace Hall; Chinese Embassy; American Ambassador’s residence; National Theatre; Public Television Building; Public Radio Building.

 

Hoping that our offer and services might be useful to you also either in your direct or collateral developments of your business, we took the advantage of being one of the CCE-R members to promote it. We assure you that we will try to act on a mutual basis whenever the opportunity will arise.

Tudor Samoil, Executive Manager
^ Back to Top ^

Business News 

SIPPO visit in Romania
During June 15-17, 2003, Urs Wehrle, a SIPPO consultant, visited several home textiles companies in Bucharest and in Galati that are involved in the promotion programme developed by SIPPO in the field. This visit was organized by CCE-R in co-operation with SIPPO. 

The aim of the visit was to discuss the results of the participation of these companies in the Home Textiles Fair in Frankfurt this year and to plan their participation in 2004. Having also as target to encourage the Romanian companies to improve their participation in the fair, the visit of the SIPPO representative was considered a success and will be followed, next year, by a similar one.

CCE-R is the official representative of SIPPO (The Swiss Import Promotion Programme) in Romania. As the economic-development instrument of SECO, the State Secretariat for Economic Affairs in Switzerland, SIPPO lastingly and effectively promotes the competitiveness of emerging countries and countries in transition. By using the appropriate trade promotion programmes, SIPPO helps small and medium-sized companies in emerging countries and countries in transition to improve their market access to Switzerland and the European Union and assists Swiss importers to find new products and sourcing markets.
Swiss International provides an offer for the CCE-R members
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	Swiss International Air Lines is happy to offer 
	
	
	
	
	

	Corporate Incentive Program to passengers of member companies of CCE-R.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SWISS will grant discounts from 5% to 9% on all SWISS operated flights, world-wide, for tickets purchased directly from SWISS offices in Bucharest.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Book directly at 021 / 312 02 38 or swiss@dnt.ro in the name of your company. Tickets will be
	

	issued at Blvd. Magheru 18 or directly at Otopeni-Airport. Our electronic tickets (e>tickets) will facilitate

	travel with SWISS even more. Try it!
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Looking forward to seeing you soon on board!
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	Swiss International Air Lines
	
	
	
	

	Boulevard Magheru 18, Bucharest
	
	
	

	Phone: 021 / 312 02 38
	
	
	
	

	Fax: 021 / 212 57 74
	
	
	
	
	

	e-mail: swiss @ dnt.ro 
	
	
	
	

	www.swiss.com
	
	
	
	
	


Other News
Ringier Loses the "ProSport" Editorial Staff
The editorial staff of Pro Sport daily – a newspaper owned by the Swiss owned Ringier trust - resigned. 108 persons from the Bucharest and Cluj branches, including director Ovidiu Ioanitoaia, cancelled their contract with Ringier, informs Evenimentul Zilei. Knowledgeable sources have it that the whole ProSport team will move in to Gazeta Sporturilor weekly, a publication belonging to the Intact group, while all of the Gazeta's team will shift to ProSport, so that we will witness a total exchange of editorial staff. 
(Source: www.revistapresei.ro)
Swiss Representatives Step Back in the Privatization of “Electrica Banat” 
The BKW-FMB Energie AG Swiss company has announced its withdrawal from the process of privatization of “Electrica Banat”, has communicated the Head of the State Shares and Industry Privatization Office (OPSPI), Doru Laurian Badulescu. He declared for Mediafax that the representatives of the Swiss company did not express their reasons for having made this decision. The companies “ENEL” from Italy, EVN AG from Austria and “Public Power Corporation” from Greece are still in competition for the privatization of “Electrica Banat”.  (Source: www.evz.ro)

Four Foreign Companies Remained in the Competition for Obtaining Two of the Electricity Distribution Romanian Companies
Four companies out of the five ones initially registered in the competition are still interested in the privatization of the first two big Romanian companies in the energetic sector, “Electrica Banat” and “Electrica Dobrogea”. The Privatization Commission has rejected the joint application of “Grivco Energy” (Romania) and ABB (Sweden) because they were not a “strategic investor” and they breached thus the basic rule imposed by the Romanian State, declared Mr. Doru Laurian Badulescu, the President of the State Shares and Industry Privatization Office (OPSPI). The companies that remained in competition for purchasing the majority of stock of “Electrica Banat” and “Electrica Dobrogea” are: the Italian company, ENEL; the Greek one, PPC; EVN from Austria and DKV from Switzerland, added the President of OPSPI. The finalists must draft and submit their preliminary offers within two moths. (Source: www.evz.ro) 
	· Should you have any comments or suggestions concerning this Newsletter, please send them to us at:

CCE-R

Contact person: Gentiana Bulau

4-10, Drobeta Str., Apt. 1

Sector 2, Bucharest

Tel/Fax: +40 21 212 2707

GSM: +40 745 63 53 83

E-mail: ccer@fx.ro



^ Back to Top ^
The CCE-R Events Calendar
This calendar informs you on the next CCE-R events and it is constantly up-dated.

	Month
	Day
	Time
	Action
	Place
	Remarks


	

	July 2003
	July 15
	17:00
	Board Meeting
	Raiffeisen Bank 


	Location t.b.cfmd

	
	July 15
	18:30
	Business Club:

Visit to Raiffeisen Bank 
	Raiffeisen Bank 


	Location t.b.cfmd

	

	September 2003
	Sept. 9


	t.b.d.
	Board Meeting
	EBRD Office
	t.b.cfmd

	
	Sept. 9
	t.b.d.
	Business Club:

Visit to EBRD
	EBRD Office
	t.b.cfmd

	

	October 2003
	Oct. 7 - 12
	
	CCE-R participation at TIB
	ROMEXPO

Hall no. 17
	

	
	Oct. 9
	18:00
	Board Meeting
	CCE-R stand at the TIB
	

	
	Oct.
	t.b.d.
	Business Club:

Cocktail organized by the  Swiss Embassy 
	The Swiss Embassy
	

	

	November 2003
	Nov. 4


	18:00
	Board Meeting 
	CCE-R Office
	

	
	Nov. 5-6
	t.b.d.
	Business Club: trip to Timis county
	Timisoara
	Programme arranged by Mr. Peter Bayard

	

	December 2003
	Dec. 2
	18:00
	Board Meeting


	CCE-R Office
	

	
	Dec. 2
	t.b.d.
	Business Club


	t.b.d.
	


· Board Meetings are only for the Board Members.
Legend:  t.b.d – to be defined


        t.b.cfmd. – to be confirmed

^ Back to Top ^

Become a CCE-R Member
Should you want to recommend a company to become a CCE-R member, please forward them the application form below. This should be filled in and returned to the head-office of the CCE-R.
	M E M B E R S H I P  A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R M

You are kindly requested to fill in the  application form in block letters

	COMPANY DATA

	 
	Full Name
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Scope of Activity
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Registered Address
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Mailing Address (if different from above)               
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Phones
	 
	#1
	 
	 
	#2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Fax
	 
	#1
	 
	 
	#2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	E-mail
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Website
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Reg. Com. No.
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Fiscal Code
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Bank
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Account No.
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	REPRESENTATIVE OF THE COMPANY

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Full Name
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	Mr.
	 
	Mrs.
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Position
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	Direct Phone
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Direct Fax
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Mobile Phone (optional)
	 
	 
	 
	E-mail
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (optional) 

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	Links with Switzerland
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Specific interests               within the CCER
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Any other relevant information                  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Signature and stamp
	
	
	

	CCE-R      4-10, Drobeta Str.,  Apt. 1, Sector 2, Bucharest    Tel/Fax: +40 21 212 2707    GSM: +40 745 635 383      E-mail: ccer@fx.ro
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You receive this monthly newsletter because you are a member of the CCE-R. To stop receiving it, simply send a reply e-mail having 'Unsubscribe' in the subject line.
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